Improved method for coliphage detection based on beta-galactosidase induction.
An improved method for coliphage detection based on the induction of beta-galactosidase in Escherichia coli is described. Upon infection by coliphages, the cells are lysed and a stable indolyl product that is dark blue becomes visible within each plaque. The improved method is compared to the proposed coliphage detection procedure described in Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater.